THE 


ELDERS and MESSENGERS 
1 or THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES 


MEETING oe 


4 Cheltenham, Kingstanley, Grittleton and M almſbu ry, 

'  Melkfham, Trowbridge, Calne, Broad-mead and 
 «Pithay Briſtol, Horſly, Frome, Croſcomb, Veovil, 

Lyme, Wellington, Preſcott, Tiverton and Sod- 

bury ;—having received letters alſo from 

- Sarum, Bratton, Bradford, Crockerton, Horſing- 
ton, Bicknell, Chard, Loughwood, Upottery, Stoke- + 

| gomer, Kingobridge and Cullumpton; being met 

A in aſſociation, at Sg odbury, on the gth and 1oth 
days of June, 1772, to the churches they 

repreſent, ſend Chriſtian ſalutation. | 


Bxr.ovzD BaeTHREN, 


Tue the goodneſs of our indulgent God, 
| we have had another annual meeting, which, 
we truſt, has been rendered pleaſant and profitable 
unto us, by the gracious preſence of our exalted 
8 Emmanuel. We have read your letters with a mix- 
> | ture 


ture of pleaſure and pain, and ſpread them before 
the Lord with alternate thankſgiving and prayer. 

We are glad to hear that all the churches. continue 
ſtedfaſt in their belief and eſteem of the eſſential 
truths of the goſpel, whilſt various attempts are re- 
peatedly made to undermine their impregnable 
foundation; that they are in general at peace 
among themſelves; and that to ſeveral of them 
there have been conſiderable additions. We like- 
wiſe rejoice with you that our civil and religious 
liberties are continued unto us. May theſe ineſti- 
mable privileges be ſuitably improved and unin- 
terruptedly enjoyed! Happy were it for us, happy 


were it for you, beloved brethren, had we no un- 


welcome news to impart, no diſtreſſing complaint 


to make, no juſt and neceſſary reproof to admini- 
ſter: but our hearts muſt be very infenſible indeed, 
not to feel a painful concern for the ſins and miſe- 
ries of a periſhing world, and for the declenſions 
and Kfireſfes of a lukewarm church. Yes, we are 
grieved at heart to behold our native land deluged 


. 


with a flood of the moſt daring impieties, and over- | 
ſpread with a cloud of the moſt deſtructive errors. 
© Lord God! let the arm of thy power ſtem the ra- 
pid tide of prophaneneſs, and the beams of thy 
grace diſpel the peſtilential vapours of infidelity. _ 
But it is the repeated complaints we have received 
of ſad defects in the ſpirit and practice of religion 
in many of you, beloved brethren, that now particu- 
larly claims our attention, excites our grief, and calls 
for our faithſul admonition. Such is the ſpecial and 
feryent love we bear you as the diſciples of the 
adorable Jeſus, ſuch 1s the earneſt concern we feel 
for your temporal and eternal welfare, ſuch is the 
ſacred relation ſubſiſting between you and us in the 
__ endearing bonds of the goſpel, and ſuch are the indiſ- 
penſible duties we owe you as the precious objects of 
our molt ſolemn charge, that we would now earneſtly 
addreſs you, as we have done 1n years paſt, upon the 
moſt intereſting ſubjects, and in the moſt affectionate 
Eo manner. 


r 


manner. And O that what we have now to offer to 
your canſideration, as in the name and preſence of 
th®great Head of the church, may not be careleſsly 
read or heard hy any of you as a matter of form, but 
ſeriouſly regarded and properly improved ! 


Your circumſtances in the civil and religious life, 


perhaps, are widely different: we ſympathize with 


you who are pining under tedious affliftions, over- 
whelmed with perplexing cares, or ſorely diſtreſſed 
with preſſing indigence: may you ſtill have faith in 
God, have peace in Chriſt, and be enabled to ſup- 
reſs every repining every envious thought. Your 
Lord himſelf was once a man of forrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief: the children of God in every 
age have been a poor and afflicted people; this world is 
neither your portion nor your reſt, and all your pre- 
ſent- afflictions are but momentary, and work for 
you a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry. May you who are bleſt with affluence and 
eaſe, remember that you are but ſtewards of the 
numerous talents entruſted in your hands; may you 

be peculiarly thankful to the diſtinguiſhing 0 an 
of God; may you feel and manifeſt a tender com- 
paſſion for your indigent brethren; and may you 
give noble proofs, by your chearful and liberal con- 
tributions upon all proper yeligious occaſions, that 
you count all your gold but droſs, ſor the excellency 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus your Lord, and that 

your chief aon are on things above. 
But it is your circumſtances in the religious life 
that we principally regard. It is with animating 
pleaſure that we behold ſome of you, dear brethren, 
health in your fouls, ſtrong in the faith, lively in 
your Finds ee. in grace, rich towards God, 
and ripening for glory. Go on, and proſper yet 
more and more; and may the peace and preſence 
of your Redeemer ever attend you. But alas! 
What diſcouragement and grief of heart do we feel, 
when we behold thoſe of you who are of a very dif- 
ferent complexion, who are ſickly and fechie in the 
8 1 55 ſpirztual 


ca a DD 
* fpiritual life, who move on heavily in the paths of 
obedience, whoſe converſation 1s earthly, trifling 
and unprofitable, and whoſe daily purſuit ſeems to 
center much more in the periſhing objects of time, 


than in the joys and glories of an eternal world! You 
once profeſſed univerſal deteſtation of fin, a fervent 


love to God, ſupream delight in the ways of reli- 


gion, and a holy indifference to the objects of ſenſe ; 
but now you are become almoſt ſtrangers to cloſet 
devotion, deep contrition for ſin, earneſt wreſtling 
with the Lord in prayer, heavenly affections, and 
ſenſible communion with God: the more ſpiritual 
duties of Chriſtianuy are either totally laid aſide, or 
diſcharged in a lukewarm and formal manner: the 
precious truths and promiſes of the goſpel have' loſt 
their wonted ſavour; and a vain proud ſelfiſh and 
earthly temper of mind too evidently prevails. And 
are you now in your native element, Sirs ! Can you 
ſtill live, can you chearſully die, can you enter hea- 
ven, think you, in ſuch a wretched frame as this ! 
Or will you call Ehe the religion of Jeſus! Is hrs the 
fruit of his love and crucifixion! And is ths glorify- 
ing God, and manifeſting your thankfulneſs for his 
great ſalvation ? You know it is not, and that with- 
out holineſs of heart and a heavenly diſpoſition of 
ſoul, it is impoſſible to . pleaſe God here, or behold 
him with comfort hereafter. Our orthodox no- 
tions, and warmeſt zeal to promote them, our ſtated 
attendances on public means and ordinances, our 
_ outward ſhew of godlineſs in the ſight of men, and 

our tranſient legal convictions and former 1maginary * 
comforts, will ayail us nothing without a living faith 
in Jeſus Chrift, a faith that .worketh by love, that 

unifeth the heart, and overcometh this evil world. 
Boa conſiſteth not in ajuſt conception of its di- 
vine truths in the head, without an implantation of + 


its divine nature in the heart. May you, brethren, 


have ſuch a ſpiritual fight of the awful perfections of 
God, of the adorable glories of Chriſt, and of the 
ineffable excellency of divine and eternal things, as 


may 


r 


may deaden your affections to ſenſual enjoyments, 
: and transform you into the image of your bleſſed Re- 
| | deemer!. We beſeech you, carefully watch againſt 
all temptations to fin and occaſions of remiſſneſs in 
duty, and angenty attend on the means of inſtrutti- 
on and comfort. Be much with God in ſpiritual me- 
ditation and ſecret prayer; read the holy ſcriptures 
with the greateſt reverence and attention; guard a- 
gainſt prejudice, and a vain curious and trifling diſ- 
| poſition of mind in your attendance on the miniſt 
of the word, which perhaps, is one of the chief 
cauſes of our ſpiritual leanneſs; ſeek to be profited as 
as well as pleaſed; never reſt in duties and ordi- 
nances, but conſtantly reſt in Chriſt alone, and look 
25 for every bleſſing you need, in and thro' him the 
infinitely prevalent Mediator. Live daily on Chriſt 
as your ſpiritual food, and ſeek hourly communion 
with him as the beloved of your fouls : let it appear 
to all around you, by your heavenly temper and 
amiable converſation, that you are indeed the ſin- 
cere diſciples and the intimate friends of Jeſus: con- 
vince the world of the reality and excellence of vi- 
tal godlineſs, and of the power and ſweetneſs of the 
bleſſed goſpel; and let your - holy deportment, in 
every ſtate and connettion, be a convincing proof 
that the doctrines of grace are far from being licen- 
tious. O brethren ! What ſhall we ſay to you more? 
Would you lift up the drooping hands of your poor 
miniſters ?—Would you animate one another in your 
Chriſtian warfare ?—Would you reflect honour upon 
the name, the truths, and the ordinances of Jeſus ?— 
Would you anſwer the glorious end of God in your 
ſalvation ? And would you anticipate on earth the 
Joys and bleſſedneſs of heaven? O be much in the 
exerciſe of every ſpiritual grace. Be much in the 
erformance of every Chriſtian duty. Your time 
to labour in the vineyard-1s but ſhort, eternity, eter- 
nity is at hand! And yet you have much to do for 
God, and your obligations to ſerve him are unſpeak- 
ably great; nor will your work of faith and labour 
| ER, : | | of 
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of love be in vain in the Lord, for great is your 
'reward in heaven. We have often addreſſed you in - 
this annual manner, but probably ſome; of us, and 
ſeveral of you may make our 7 ies appearance'in 
an eternal world before another meeting of this 
Nature. God grant we may be all faithful unto death, 
1 at length receive the unfading crown of eternal 
—__ a e 
We would earneſtly recommend it to you all, 
dear brethren, narrowly to inſpett your heart and con- 
duct, — regularly to keep up family religion in your 
houſes, —to watch over one another in meekneſs and 
love, to be careful you do not take any offence from, 
neither give offence unto one another. —to aſſiſt 
your miniſters in ſupporting a goſpel diſcipline a- 
mong yourlelves,—to be on your guard againſt ſtran- 
gers that may lie in wait to deceive you, to en- 
courage meetings of prayer and conſerence, to 
live in love, as much as may be, with your Chriſ- 
tian brethren of other denominations,—to do 
good unto all men, ſo ſar as it may lie in your 
power,. —to influence all you can to attend the 
means of grace, — to promote the intereſt of genuine 
religion, —and, in fine, io glorify God with your 
ſouls, bodies, and ſubſtance, — to whoſe bleſſed and 
conſtant protection we commend you, and remain 
vour afſectionate brethren. in our | adorable Em- 


* « 


manuel. 


Signed on behalf of the whole aſſembly by the 
Moderator. | SE NE 


ROBERT DAY. 


GC: 


| MINUTES of the ASSOCIATION. 


"Tueſday afternoon the meeting was opened in 
prayer by our brother Rawlings, the letters from the 
churches were then read, the Moderator choſen, the 
ſeveral affairs laid before us attentively conſidered, and 
the meeting cloſed in prayer by our brother Wood. 

Early on Wedneſday morning time was improved 
in prayer by our brethren, Pine, Kent, Wills and 
Sotteridge, after which the general letter drawn up 
by our brother Francis, was read approved and ſign- 
ed, and the meeting cloſed in prayer by our brother 
Newton. „„ eee 
Ihe public meeting was opened at ten o clock by 
ſinging, and time ſpent in prayer by our brother C. 
Evans; brother Francis ſucceeded in prayer, brother 
Day then preached from Acts xi. 20, 21. And ſome 
of them were men of Cyprus and rene, which, when 

they were come to Antioch, ſpake unto the Grectans, 
preaching the Lord Feſus. And the hand of the Lord 
was with them: and a great number beheved, and 
turned unto the Lord. The meeting was them cloſ- 
ed in ſinging and ſome time improved in prayer 
by our brother Tommas. 


At half paſt two in the afternoon, the meeting was 


again opened by ſinging, and time ſpent in prayer 
by our brother Kingdon, our brother Sprague then 
preached from Rom. viii. 32. He that 22 not his 
_ own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he 
not with him alſo freely give us all things? And the 
public meeting was then concluded with ſinging, and 
time ſpent in prayer by our brother H. Evans. - 
| 1 85 to recommend days of faſting and prayer 
_ RS UlUal, | % 


Agr eed, 


. 


| . to recommend the caſe of the pebple at 


Horfly, who on account of a dwelling-houſe for their 
_ miniſter, enlaiging their meeting-houſe at Hor/ly, 
building a large 5 there, and eretting a commodi- 
ous place of public worſhip at Hampton, appear to be 
in debt 134 J. as well worthy encouragement. 


Agreed, to hold the next 8 at Broadniead, 
Briſtol, Tueſday afternoon and Wedneſday in the 
Whitſun week. Our brethren Meſſts. Francis, of 
Hor/ly, and Gibbs, of Plymouth, to preach the ſer- 
mons. ; | BY Rr Tel nn pod 

In the aſſociated churches the laſt year, there 
were R e 4 
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